
Warwick Ahead Community Board Meeting 

Date:   Monday 19th August 2013 

Venue:   The Addy 

Time:   6pm till 7:30pm 

 

Community Board Elected Members  

Rebekah Eyles (Chair), Michelle Poxon, Gail Merrifield, Craig McKinlay, Hazel Richardson, Cllr Stokes, 
Sheila Hutley (Minutes), Andy Cable (Vice Chair), Brendon Thomson and Sophie Cable 

Warwick Ahead Resident Members  

Matthew Poxon, Dayna O’Brien, Bobbie-lea Poxon, Elaine Tui,  

Co-opted Agency Members  

Mike Dando (Big Local rep), Juliet Kripp (Groundwork),  

Antony Sadler (Wakefield Council), Joanne Smith (WDH) 

Other attendees  

PCSO Aaron Riley, Georgina Swift (Public Health)  

1. Chairs Introduction:  

Becky opened the meeting and welcomed everyone. 

2. Apologies   

Mick Hill, Christine Martin, Inspector Richard Sullivan, Jayne Byford, Helen Monks, Holly Ellis, Judi Alston.  

3. Matters Arising and Approval of Minutes  

Holly Ellis not on Co-opted list, Matt Poxon to be added to steering group for Hub. 

Hazel asked for November meeting to be changed to 10am as Neighbourhood Watch meeting AGM in 
the evening, Becky to refer to Judi. 

Hazel trying to interest elderly residents in joining WA. 

Cllr Stokes said 5,000 people losing money through benefit changes and only 1,000 applied for 
discretionary grant. Joanne said that letters were sent out informing people of how to apply and debt 
officers are informing people who are struggling. Joanne said that she will raise concerns at meeting 
tomorrow and consider advertising that money is available. 

Board Members - Mike asked if letters had been sent to members who had missed more than 2 
meetings. This couldn’t be confirmed and was to be put on agenda for next meeting. 



Mike referred to Wakefield Council consultation AOB and said that WA representatives were unable to 
meet tight deadline for feedback, but that it wasn’t a problem. The experience of looking/trying was a 
good one and there will be another opportunity to comment on those plans at a later stage.  

The minutes were approved. 

4. Update from Interest Groups  

Community Transport 

Anthony said that regarding who is going to lead the project Osgoldcross Forum made a good impression 
when they attended meeting and Mary Gladman, Craig, Anthony and Georgina are going to visit them at 
their premises in Ferrybridge meeting at the Addy 1.45pm on 20th August 2013. 

Metro are going to provide half of the funding from one of their grants and Anthony to set up a meeting 
with them, following the Osgoldcross meeting. 

Becky reiterated the need to bring in new residents to join interest groups. Georgina in process of trying 
to do so for Transport. 

Anthony said that certain aspects of Re-connect are to cease so Osgoldcross looking like the best 
partnership option. 

Also noted that Osgoldcross heavily involved in providing youth-related services. 

Events Publicity and Evaluation with Poverty, Jobs and Training  

Dayna gave feedback from meeting and said that a traditional Christmas Party is planned for this year – 
ref Interest Group  

Film fest where other Big Locals will be invited to join in Addy fest is planned for next year. Mike said 
that he will look into availability of extra Big Local learning and networking money for this. 

Becky said that a memory calendar has been suggested with monetary prizes and will be advertised in 
the WA newsletter. There will be an appeal for photos in the Oct/Nov newsletter. 

Environment 

Juliet reported back from meeting 29/07/13 (ref minutes?) – main topic of discussion was Warwick 
Watchers ‘Lanes Project’ and how it could be delivered (see later agenda item for detail). 

Community Plan - additional information printout was handed round. Gave project background and 
delivery of 2 projects, garden improvements and Natural Play Areas, Juliet to email Judi information to 
pass on, Becky commented that this outlines the vision more clearly and Juliet to email Mike an 
electronic copy.  



Capacity Global (a Big Local Partner) have offered to do 1 hour Skype support session. They are an 
agency offering support for local projects to signpost people who can help deliver projects. Juliet not 
sure it would be very helpful and asked Mike to follow up on perceived lack of support on offer. 

The Hub  

Gail to inform Joanne when BL money in the bank. Lease can then be set up and signed-off. Joanne will 
contact Kimberley (WDH) to look at the next step/timeline. Gail expressed concern re leak at shop and 
furniture to be cleared, then cleaning and decorating. Dayna said that she is concerned that the Hub will 
not be used to its full potential and suggested new advertising campaign. 

Becky suggested that interest groups book meetings in advance and inform other groups so that 
interested members can attend each other’s groups. Becky encouraged each member to take along a 
new person to their next group meeting. 

Juliet expressed disappointment that 40 people signed to accept a free strawberry plant at the 
community open day and letters were sent out inviting all 40 to the environment group but none 
responded. 

Becky reiterated that new faces and fresh ideas are needed. 

5. Update on Warwick Watchers 

Matt said main project is to clear ‘lanes’ and make them cleaner and safer – 1st phase clearing rubbish, 
2nd resurfacing pathways and providing lighting-difficulties finding out who owns land behind 
allotments. Juliet said that a land search is being carried out – Bridleway meeting yesterday, plan to go 
up next Wednesday. Hazel said that bulky rubbish from railway crossing 200 yard distance needs moving 
as unsafe for young people to move. General litter clearing to begin regardless of who owns land. 
Landscape architect to advice on surfacing and solar lighting is being considered as would be cheapest 
option. Bins to be placed either end with one mounted on post in middle, anti-vandal proof, but unsure 
who would empty them. Benches planned for either side of the foot path as distance to walk too great 
for elderly to do without stopping. Osgoldcross and Elmet to feed money into WW and provide T shirts 
and badges. Links made with Streetscene. Dave Evans went on walk.  

Mike asked when they would be in a position to put costings against the work to be done, so that 
project can be added to Community Plan/approved and funding drawn down from Big Local. Juliet said 
that can’t be done until land ownership/legal/red tape issues sorted. 

Pitch Marking - white lining done by Knottingley Cricket Club with no charge and thank you letter sent. 
Matt said that the grass needs to be cut more regularly and Cllr Stokes said that Gillian Wiles is looking 
into who has contract. 

Issue of access to pitch was raised as gate is often locked, eg when cricket club came to do white-lining. 

Grass-cutting discussion followed as Craig said that he needs a more efficient lawn mower. 



Hazel said that she has asked Helen Bullock to put a notice in the Local Express asking for volunteers for 
WW and outlining what it is about, Aaron community policing to put notice on Facebook page and 
notice to go in next WA newsletter – details to be sent to Judi by Hazel. 

Becky commended Matt on progress made to date and requested a round of applause for him. 

6. Community Plan Update 

Andy said that the Addy has received £22,500 in July and will receive same amount in October 2013, to 
pay for Caretaker, business plan to sustain what is done at the Addy, Additional needs support staff, 
luncheon club, and he is in the process of dividing the money into the different areas. Next Addy board 
meeting Tuesday27th August 2013. 

7.AOB   

Breakfast Meetings - Becky said that it has been brought to her attention that the residents are not as 
vocal as they could be at the Breakfast meeting. Hazel disputed this and Becky said that certain 
individuals feel under pressure as agencies focus on them to ask questions. Mike suggested that 
agencies report what they are doing for the Warwick and then residents add extra things in, rather than 
the focus being on the residents. Georgina said that the vision is to expand the Breakfast Meeting to 
include the whole of Knottingley, ie into the Knottingley & Ferrybridge Network. 

Becky giving up Chair - Becky said that she is leaving after the November 2013 meeting and it is 
imperative that someone comes forward to volunteer as Chair. To go on agenda for next meeting. Mike 
said that there is information on recruiting for posts at the back of the Community Plan and Becky said 
that people can refer themselves and they will have plenty of support. Andy and Becky to share the 
agenda at next month’s meeting. 

Big Local Training meeting for Chair and vice chairs nationwide, Becky and Andy to attend 31/08/13, 
venue to be announced. 

Mike announced various training sessions: 

19/11/13 Sharing Big Local Plans – somewhere in Yorkshire; venue to be announced. Any residents 
interested in attending? Names to be confirmed at next meeting. 

Big Local Social Investment Rep Rob Bilson is working in the north of England to support Big Local Areas 
to better understand social investment opportunities, to build them into their plans and to deliver them. 
He has looked at Warwick Community Plan and highlighted opportunities – handout circulated. He is 
giving a talk at Northern College session on ‘Preparing Your Local Plan’ on 12th October – Mick Hill & 
Jane Byfold attending. 

He is also running a Social Investment Workshop in Leeds on 9th November – residents asked to think 
about signing up for this – names to be confirmed at next meeting. 

10th & 11th October – ‘Moving It’ Big Local Community Transport Study Visit – in Ramsey, 
Cambridgeshire. Handout circulated. Any residents interested in attending? Important session as 
community transport such an important project for Warwick. Names to be confirmed at next meeting.  



Knottingley Glass Project - Juliet gave out leaflets about the Knottingley Glass Project to be held 
launched the Town Hall 14/09/13. Said that it is a good opportunity for a filming project over the next 
year. 

176 Houses on Warwick - Mike referred to the Poverty Group’s last Minutes and the mention of building 
176 houses on the Warwick Estate, Cllr Stokes said that he is taking it to the planning meeting in 
November 2013 and suggested that it is brought to the next meeting as residents may wish to object to 
the proposed building. 

Food Bank - Sheila gave an update on the Food Bank which is due to open in October 2013 and asked 
representatives of agencies to get in touch and/or attend a presentation lunch on 1st October 2013 
when vouchers will be issued to suitable key persons willing to do assessments and issue vouchers for 3 
days food to people in crisis. 

Warwick Community Day - Gail reminded everyone of the Warwick Community Day to be held on the 
Top Field 1/09/13. 

Future Meetings – All at the Addy unless changed nearer the time   

Tuesday 24th September 10.00am   

Friday 25th October 10.00am   

Monday 25th November 6.00pm   

Tuesday 17th December 10.00am   

Friday 17th January 10.00am   

Monday 24th February 6.00pm   

Monday 24th March 6.00pm AGM  

  

 


